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Introduction 

The Religious Education Policy at Hylton Castle Primary school pays due regard to statutory 

requirements, and has taken account of the guidance offered by the Local Authority through its 

SACRE and agreed prospectus for Sunderland. 

 

The Religious Education Policy of Hylton Castle Primary reflects the philosophy and aims of the 

school as expressed in the school prospectus. 

 
 
The purpose of RE Teaching: 

 To understand beliefs and teachings 

 To understand practices and lifestyles 

 To understand how beliefs are conveyed 

 To reflect 

 To understand values 

 

Aims of the RE Curriculum  

RE is an important part of the school curriculum and is taught relevant to the child’s stage of 

development and experience. We seek to provide a clearer idea of what religion is about,  the 

importance that it plays in many people’s lives and how that faith is expressed in their daily lives and 

routines. The overall aims are:  

 

• That all children form their own opinions about religious beliefs and customs and that  

they develop an understanding and tolerance of people who hold a strong faith.  

 

• That children enjoy learning about religion because it is taught in a stimulating and  

interesting way that arouses their curiosity and develops positive skills and attitudes.  

 

• That children develop a sense of awe and wonder about the world around them. 

 

• To help pupils understand some of the impact of religion throughout the world, its  

influences on the lives of individuals and communities and its effect on the cultural  

diversity of their own and other societies both presently and in the past.  

 

• To support pupils personal and spiritual development by encouraging self awareness  

and self respect.  

 

• To help pupils develop their social and moral development by encouraging a positive  
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attitude and valuing the beliefs of others, however different from their own.  

 

 

Equal Opportunities  

Every child is entitled to be taught RE regardless of their age, culture, gender, background or special 

need or disability.   RE develops a balanced view of the multi-cultural society which we live in 

without compromising the faith, non-faith or cultural background of any pupil.  

 (Please see Inclusion statement and Equality statement)  

 

 

Health, Safety and Well-Being  

Visits to places of worship and other RE related venues are encouraged as an important part of 

developing a child’s understanding of the role religion plays in communities. Staff will ensure that 

the context of the learning that will take place during the visit, will not undermine a child’s own faith 

or challenge their belief and will only be presenting a knowledge base about a faith.  We 

acknowledge the sensitivity that some families may have with regard to their child visiting another 

place of worship, staff must ensure that they do all they can to assure parents and encourage pupil 

participation.  

 

 

Teaching and Learning  

A variety of teaching methods should be used to teach RE, such as role play/drama, stories and 

music. Visitors to school should also be encouraged to give children the opportunity to listen to and 

ask questions about another person’s experiences of living/celebrating through different faiths.   

 
In Key Stage One, Christianity must be covered, children should also study at least one other religion, 
choose from Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism or Sikhism.  Other religions which may be 
relevant or of interest to the pupils can also be studied. 
 
In Lower Key Stage Two, children should study the beliefs, festivals and celebrations of Christianity.  
They should also study at least one other religion in depth, choose from Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Judaism or Sikhism.  Study two more of the major six religions in order to gain a brief outline.  
 
In Upper Key Stage Two, children should study the beliefs, festivals and celebrations of Christianity.  
Study at least one other religion in depth, choose from Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism or 
Sikhism.  Study one more of the major six religions in order to gain a brief outline. 
 
 

 

Role of the Co-ordinator  

There is a named co-ordinator responsible for co-ordinating the teaching of RE throughout the 

school.  

Their role is to:  

• Provide support, advice and resources to members of staff  

• Monitor the teaching of RE and outcomes for all children, revising policies and  

supporting staff with planning of RE where necessary.  

• Monitor the teaching of RE across the school highlighting the continuity and  
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progression of the areas taught across the school  

• Attend relevant training and support staff through relevant INSET sessions  

• Monitor the use and need of resources throughout the school.  

  

Monitoring  

In order to ensure continuity and progression, it will be necessary to monitor the teaching of RE 

across the school. This should be done through liaison with staff to be able to observe lessons, 

through INSET sessions, monitoring planning and coverage, monitoring outcomes in books, carrying 

out pupil interviews.  

The result of any monitoring should be discussed with the Headteacher/SLT and any actions 

resulting from this should be acted upon within a given time frame.  

  

Resources  

Resources are centrally stored in the staff room and include books, pictures, artefacts,  

posters. All materials should be handled very sensitively and with respect.  

 

 

Inclusion Statement 
 
At Hylton Castle Primary School, we are committed to offering an inclusive curriculum to ensure the 
best possible progress for all of our pupils whatever their needs or abilities. 
 
Pupils have Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special 
educational provision to be made for them. Pupils with a disability have special educational needs if 
they have any difficulty in accessing education and if they need any special educational provision to 
be made for them, which is anything that is additional to or different from what is normally available 
in schools in the area. 
 
At Hylton Castle Primary School we undertake the duties, including in relation to this policy: 
• Not to treat disabled pupils less favourably for a reason which relates to their disability 
• To take reasonable steps to avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial disadvantage 
• To do our best by all disabled members of our school community in relation to the 
   requirements of this particular policy 
 
 
Equality & Diversity Statement 
 
Hylton Castle Primary School fully recognises its duty to comply with equality and diversity 
legislation, and its Gender Equality Scheme sets out the school’s aims in relation to equality and 
what it will do to ensure that equality is fully embedded in practice. The school fully acknowledges 
its responsibilities in terms of equality issues in relation to gender, age, race, disability, religion or 
belief, sexual orientation and gender reassignment, including in relation to this policy.  
 
Hylton Castle Primary School is firmly committed to equality and diversity, and when carrying out 
our functions, we shall have due regard to the need: to eliminate unlawful discrimination and 
harassment; to promote equality of opportunity between men and women. 
 

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the School’s: 
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 Child Protection Policy 

 Safeguarding Policy 

 Equal Opportunities Policy 

 Inclusion Policy 

 Teaching and Learning Policy 

 


