
MTP for History             Year 6 

Year six begin with the study of the Ancient civilisation; Greece. Through this, pupils again find out how life in other parts of the world have affected us 
today, linking to their geographical study of Greece. Finally, Year 6 study in depth a significant period of British history and a key event. This is done 
through their WW2 study, where pupils consider a variety of sources of information and viewpoints when looking at how the war began. They look at 
the battle of Britain, including the Blitz, to consider how life in Britain was impacted.  
 

The Ancient Greeks  World War 2  
 

Pupils should be taught a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 

Extended chronological study – Significant turning point in British history 

Lesson Sequence Lesson Sequence 

 Lesson 1 - How ancient are the ancient Greeks? 

 Lesson 2 - What can we work out about everyday life from 
Ancient Athens? 

 Lesson 3 - What did the Greeks do for fun?  

 Lesson 4 - Did the Greeks build Penshaw monument?  

 Lesson 5 - Did the Greeks have a prime minister? 

 Lesson 6 - What did the Ancient Greeks do for us? 

 Lesson 1 – Why did Britain go to war in 1939? 

 Lesson 2 – Who was Adolf Hitler?  

 Lesson 3 and 4 - What was life like during the Blitz? 

 Lesson 5 –Why did children have to be evacuated?  

 Lesson 6 – Why did Germany lose the war?  

Assessment  Assessment  

What legacy did the Ancient Greeks leave behind? 
Knowledge based quiz 

What impact did the Blitz have on people’s lives? 
Knowledge based quiz 

Flashback Quiz Flashback Quiz 

Lesson 1 – Egyptian flashback quiz (y3) 
Lesson 4 – Maya flashback quiz (y4) 

Lesson 6 – Romans flashback quiz (y3) 

Lesson 1 – Victorians flashback quiz (year 1 and year 4) 
Lesson 3 – Local area flashback quiz (year 5)  

Lesson 6 – Fall of empire flashback quiz (Romans y3, Maya y4, Greeks y6)  

Key knowledge  Key knowledge  
The children begin year six by looking at chronology, understanding when the 
Ancient Greeks lived in comparison to other topics already studied – Romans, 
Iron Age and Ancient Egypt. Children will then explore everyday life, significant 

The children’s final in depth study is World War II. They explore and analyse the 
reasons the war began and gain a deep understanding of issues such as 
dictatorship, propaganda and immigration. The children then look at the Battle of 
Britain and the overlapping Blitz, including the changes to daily life including 



achievements and how the Greeks still have an influence over our lives today. 
EG – arts, architecture, Olympic games, theatre, medicine, alphabet.   

  

evacuations, blackouts, air raid shelters and gas masks. The children will then look 
at how the war ended and the crucial role of the commonwealth.  

  

Key skills Key skills 
Chronological Awareness 
Order significant events, movements and dates on a timeline. 
Identify and compare changes within and across different periods. 
Understand how some historical events occurred concurrently in different locations 
Knowledge 
Choose reliable sources of information to find out about the past. 
Give reasons why changes may have occurred, backed up by evidence. 
Describe similarities and differences between some people, events and artefacts studied. 
Describe how some of the things studied from the past affect/influence life today. 
Make links between some of the features of past societies. (e.g. religion, houses, society, 
technology.) 
Organisation and Communication 
Communicate ideas about from the past using different genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, data-
handling, drama role-play and storytelling. 
Plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied period. 
Historical Interpretation  
Evaluate evidence to choose the most reliable forms. 
Know that people both in the past have a point of view and that this can affect interpretation. 
Give clear reasons why there may be different accounts of history, linking this to factual 
understanding of the past. 
Historical Enquiry 
Use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, pictures, 
photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and galleries and visits to sites to 
collect evidence about the past. 
Choose reliable sources of evidence to answer questions, realising that there is often not a single 
answer to historical questions. 
Investigate own lines of enquiry by posing questions to answer. 

Chronological Awareness 
Order significant events, movements and dates on a timeline. 
Identify and compare changes within and across different periods. 
Understand how some historical events occurred concurrently in different locations i.e. 
Ancient Egypt and Prehistoric Britain. 
Knowledge 
Choose reliable sources of information to find out about the past. 
 Give reasons why changes may have occurred, backed up by evidence. 
Describe similarities and differences between some people, events and artefacts studied. 
Describe how some of the things studied from the past affect/influence life today. 
Make links between some of the features of past societies. (e.g. religion, houses, society, technology.) 
Organisation and Communication 
Communicate ideas about from the past using different genres of writing, drawing, diagrams, data-
handling, drama role-play and storytelling. 
Plan and present a self-directed project or research about the studied period. 
Historical Interpretation  
Evaluate evidence to choose the most reliable forms. 
Know that people both in the past have a point of view and that this can affect interpretation. 
Give clear reasons why there may be different accounts of history, linking this to factual understanding 
of the past. 
Historical Enquiry 
Use documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, pictures, photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums and galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence 
about the past. 
Choose reliable sources of evidence to answer questions, realising that there is often not a single answer 
to historical questions. 
Investigate own lines of enquiry by posing questions to answer 

Historical Concepts, Themes and Links 
 

Historical Concepts, Themes and Links 
 

Concepts  
Continuity and Change  
Cause and Consequence 
Similarity and Difference 
Significance  
 
Children will understand that the Greeks developed a society, very similar to our own, despite how 
long ago it was. They should also see that the Maya, The Romans, the Egyptians and The Bronze Age 
happened around this time period, creating a world view. Children should understand that there 
were differences which divided the Greeks and explore dictatorship/power, which will be further 
explored in their next topic.  
 

Links to Previous teaching 

Concepts  
Continuity and Change  
Cause and Consequence 
Similarity and Difference 
Significance  
 
In this final topic, children should understand why Britain is the way it is today, understanding how it 
was once an empire and still has countries as part of the commonwealth that played a crucial part in 
victory. Children will understand how their own locality played a part in this significant global event, 
linking to year 5 work on shipbuilding. Children should be able to recognize Britain’s place in world 
history as well as understanding why it has always been desirable place to live and/ or rule and the many 
differing reasons for immigration. Children should be able to look critically at dictatorships, power 
struggles and empires.  
 



Romans, Maya and Egyptian progressive civilizations (year 3 and 4)  
 
Links to Present Day 
Democracy 
Olympic Games 
Culture 
Theatre 
Society 

Links to Previous teaching 
Roman Empire (year 3) power and need for expansion, superiority.  
Queen Victoria (year 4) and the changing power of monarchy.  
Shipbuilding (year 5 ) and Sunderland’s role in WW2 
 
Links to Present Day 
Immigration from commonwealth allies  
 

Key vocabulary Key vocabulary 
summarise 
major influence  
world history  
continuity 
persuade  
viewpoint  
ideology 
democracy  
interpretation 

Primary 
Secondary 
Source 
BC 
Timeline 
chronological order 
philosophy 
Greece 
Greek 
Theatre 
Olympics 
Soldier 
Warfare 
Education 
Plato 
Hippocrates 
Alexander the Great (you may not cover all three but some awareness of 
one and their contributions) 
city states 

summarise 
major influence  
world history  
continuity 
persuade  
viewpoint  
ideology 
democracy  
interpretation 

Primary 
Secondary 
Source 
BC 
Timeline 
chronological order 
Homefront 
Nazi 
Germany 
Treaty of Versailles 
Invasion 
Poland 
Declaration 
Adolf Hitler 
Winston Churchill 
Neville Chamberlain 
Propaganda 
Evacuation 
Countryside 



Athens 
Sparta 
Voting 
Government 
Assembly 
Council 
Courts 
Oligarchy 
Comedy 
Tragedy 
Theatre 
Myths 
Architecture 
Doric column 
Corinthian column 
Ionic column 
 alphabet 

the Blitz 
Europe 
Significant 
Photograph 
air raid shelters 
Anderson shelter 
Morrison shelter 
gas mask 
Mickey Mouse mask 
London Underground 
Ports 
Shipping 
Cities 
Factories 
Industry 
industrial areas 
blackouts 
curfew 
air raid wardens 
surrender 
VE Day (Victory in Europe) 
VJ Day (Victory over Japan) 

Significant Days Marking Historical events Significant Days Marking Historical events 
Olympic Games – Various dates  WW1 explored during Hylton Castle Day 

Windrush during Black History Month (October)  
Remembrance Sunday / Armistices day  
Holocaust Memorial Day (27th January)  
Victory in Europe Day (8th May)  

 

Visits/visitors Visits/visitors 
 Eden Camp  

Local person talk – someone who lived through the war or soldier 

 


